
     “Do you know why it’s 
hard to teach your kids 
perseverance? 
Because the rest of the 
world is built around 
instantly fulfilling their 
every need. 
    Do you remember 
Blockbuster Video? 
You had absolutely no 
guarantee they would 
have the movie you 
wanted to rent. It was 
very likely that some 
other punk in your town 
beat you to the one 
copy of Back to the Fu-
ture Part II.  Upon find-
ing the empty case, you 
would curse your bad 
luck and then wait a 
few days until the video 
came back to the store. 
You had to persevere. 
    Fast forward to today 
and things are a lot dif-
ferent.  If my phone 
takes longer than .05 
seconds to look some-

thing up, I am frustrat-
ed. If the show my kids 
want to watch isn’t on 
Netflix, they feel a little 
impatient. If someone 
doesn’t respond to my 
text immediately, I am 
bothered. 
    We live in an on-
demand world, but 
great things usually 
take great time. 
    It’s our job as parents 
to teach our kids that 
the things that really 
matter require perse-
verance. 
    You don’t get great 
relationships unless 
you work on them over 
time. 
    You don’t get great at 
a sport unless you 
practice even when you 
don’t feel like it. 
    You don’t get into a 
great college unless 
you start planning long 
before the application is 

due. 
    Despite what Siri 
might tell us, life is not 
instant and it is not 
always easy. 
    We’ve got to play for 
the long game. 
    When our kids want 
to quit on a school pro-
ject, we have to remind 
them why sticking with 
it matters more. 
    When they want to 
give up on a friendship 
because their feelings 
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got hurt, we have to 
remind them real rela-
tionships go through 
bumpy moments. 
    When they want to let 
go of a passion be-
cause practice isn’t fun, 
we have to show them 
the value of hard work. 
    As the rest of the 
world becomes impa-
tient, a little bit of per-
severance will pay divi-
dends for years to 
come. 

Experience “All Together In Worship” 

Sunday, May 1, both services 

     Remembering Jesus 

through Communion is 

the focus of worship at 

a special "All Together 

In Worship" Sunday, 

May 1 for both our 

8:30 and 10:30 a.m. 

worship services.    

There will be a short 

sermon, a time of inter-

active reflection, Holy 

Communion, and 

songs for all to sing.  

      The purpose of this 

service is to nurture 

the spiritual formation 

of children through 

worship with their 

"church family." Our 

Family Ministry Design 

Team has shared the 

desire of parents to 

have children experi-

ence being in worship 

for the entire time.   We 

look forward to all be-

ing together on this 

special Sunday where 

we will focus on Holy 

Communion as a spe-

cial meal Jesus shared 

with his friends to help 

us remember God's 

love. 

    Childcare and a Bible 

story and activity for 

children ages 6 months 

through 4 years will be 

available in our child-

care center. 

http://theparentcue.org/playing-the-long-game-in-a-world-addicted-to-instant/


Get Connected! 
Here is what is coming up in  

Children’s, Youth & Family Ministries. 
 

  Pizza and Plarn, 4/17 at 11:45am in Youth Center 

  MomsConnect, 4/20 at 6:00pm 

  Earth Care Activities, 4/24 at 9:30am and 11:30am 

  All Together In Worship 5/1 at 8:30am and 10:30am 

  Family Experience (FX), 5/1 at 11:45 am 

 Family Camp Weekend, 5/28-5/30 

Children, Youth & Family Ministries Team  

Family Experience “FX” is a way for you to experience 
faith together as a family. Mark your calendar for 11:45 on 
the first Sunday of every month (summer months, too!) and 
stay for FX after church. Playing with hula hoops and balloons 
takes on new meaning when you come to FX because this 
interactive format is such a fun way to learn the month’s Bible 
verse and “experience” one of the month’s bottom line mes-
sages. The focus of the next FX on May 1st is all about con-
tentment – deciding to be happy with what you’ve got. Bring a 
potluck lunch item to serve approximately 8 people. 
 
Our Family Service Project for the month of April embrac-
es the March and April KidsConnect topics of hope and per-
severance. The Fiji mission trip members need our congrega-
tion’s help to raise $20,000 for building materials and medical 
supplies when they reconstruct the boys dormitory at the 
seminary and provide help at the medical center June 23-July 
9. The mission team members are also bringing the materials 
from our church’s VBS to the Fiji children who have never 
experienced Vacation Bible School before! Families are en-
couraged to donate their change to the mission trip’s “Change 
to Bring About Change” campaign and bring it to the church at 
the end of May. 

 

Shout Out to... 

Jeremy and Jennifer Smith Nikodym for leading the 
KidsConnect middle school group every Sunday at 
10:30am. Get to know Jeremy and Jennifer at the April 17 
Pizza & Plarn event where your family can help to make the 
plarn (plastic yarn) the Wil-Mat group uses to weave plastic 
sleeping mats for the homeless. 

Ways to Connect 

What’s Happening in KidsConnect?  
Perseverance! 

    Just like runners show perseverance on the track, Christians often have to show perseverance in their faith. Jesus never 
promised that following Him would be easy. Life was very difficult for the early Christians as they were persecuted for their 
faith. By simply continuing to believe that Jesus was the Son of God, the early Christians were seen as outcasts. The book 
of Hebrews reminds Christians to refuse to give up.  
    This month, we’ll spend most of our time in the book of Hebrews where we’ll discover more about what the Bible says 
about perseverance. Throughout Scripture, the writers continually encourage people of faith to continue their journey relying 
not on their own strength, but God’s power.  
    When it comes down to it, we all have experienced things that we would have never experienced if we didn’t push through 
the difficult times. This month, help your family persevere and say: “Don’t give up. Persevere in your faith. Trust God no 
matter what.” Pick up your Parent Cue card at KidsConnect and continue the dialogue at home about what it means to per-
severe.  

Lisa Stewart, Children & Family Ministries, lisastewart@foothillsumc.org 

Jennifer Jensen, Family Engagement, jenniferjensen@foothilllsumc.org 

Sharon Russo, Youth Ministry, sharonrusso@foothillsumc.org 

Pastoral Team 

Rev. Eric Smith, Lead Pastor, ericsmith@foothillsumc.org 

Rev. Jeanette Ham, Associate Pastor, jeanetteh@foothillsumc.org 

This month’s Parent Cue is 

about Perseverance. Pick up 

your card at KidsConnect. 


