
child who they don't often 
see in the center’s hall-
ways. 
 Raising children to be 
compassionate and with 
a desire to be in service, 
is a value that we want to 
instill in our children -- 
and this can begin at a 
young age.  When you 
take time to serve togeth-
er as a family, your chil-
dren sense that giving of 
oneself is a way of 
life.  Just as Jesus mod-

 I remember when our 
daughter, Bella, was 
about 5 years old, I visit-
ed Brighton Place Conva-
lescent Center with my 
parents who were in town 
visiting.  We brought a 
bouquet of carnations to 
hand out to the seniors 
living there.   Most were 
in wheel chairs, and 
some were sitting 
alone.  Bella who was 
normally shy at this age, 
smiled sweetly as we 

brought the flowers 
around and greeted and 
talked with each person 
we encountered. 
 This center was one in 
which Foothills UMC sup-
ported with a ministry of 
visitation and I wanted 
Bella to be exposed in 
the practice of compas-
sion and reaching out to 
those in need of compa-
ny.   I was moved to see 
how the seniors respond-
ed especially to a young 

 A few months ago  
Compassion Internation-
al invited our family to 
Brazil because of the 
Fuller Youth Institute’s 
partnership in a Step Into 
My Shoes  curriculum 
geared to help families 
serve together.  Experi-
encing the trip with my 
own kids changed eve-
rything. 
 As a parent, I was more 
tuned in to each of our 
kids’ unique needs and 
personalities. As a par-
ent, I paid far more atten-
tion to how God worked 
through each of them as 
individuals. Even though 
none of us spoke Portu-
guese, I watched them 
communicate in their own 
ways with the people they 
were meeting. 
 Nathan, our 6’2” 15 

year-old, quickly connect-
ed with Brazilian boys on 
the soccer field, as well 
as through playing guitar. 
 Krista, our leadership-
minded 12-year-old, 
bonded fast with Brazilian 
girls through volleyball.   
 Jessica, our more intro-
verted 9-year-old, con-
nected with smaller 
groups of kids her age, 
who loved the way she 
listened to them and took 
pictures. 
 As a mom, my radar 
was tuned in to their  
individual approaches to 
culture and life, how their  
individual  personalities 
best interacted with oth-
ers, and how their  indi-
vidual lives were                            
changed. 
 What can you do this 
school year to help each 

of your kids be sensitive 
to how God wants to use 
them individually to 
change the world around 
them? Here are some 
questions to help you 
answer that question: 

 What is the top pas-

sion of each of my kids? 

 What are my kids’ top 

skills? 

 What are the free 
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Message from Pastor Jeanette 
Raising children to be in service models Jesus’ ministry 

eled for us in his ministry 
to the lost and the lonely, 
we can share in experi-
ences together as a fami-
ly that nurtures this spirit 
of love that takes us be-
yond thinking of our own 
needs.  I hope you will 
explore the ways in 
which you can serve 
together with your family, 
in our ministries here at 
Foothills and our commu-
nity. 

moments in my kids’ week 
when they might have some 
time to serve? 

 Which of my kids’ 

friends might want to join in 
serving with them?  

 What other adults are 

close to each of my kids 
who might also be able to 
join their service adven-
tures? 
 
Excerpt from theparentcue.org 

http://www.compassion.com/sponsor_a_child/default.htm?gclid=CLfZ07upk8gCFYsvgQod_qEFUQ
http://www.compassion.com/sponsor_a_child/default.htm?gclid=CLfZ07upk8gCFYsvgQod_qEFUQ
http://stepintomyshoes.org/
http://stepintomyshoes.org/
http://theparentcue.org/author/sanderson/


Get Connected! 
Here is what is coming up in  

Children’s, Youth & Family Ministries. 
 

  Alternative Christmas, Nov. 8 

  Succulent Sunday, Nov. 15 

  MomsConnect, Nov. 18 

  Family Advent Activity, Nov. 29 

  Family eXperience and Book Swap, Dec. 6 

 

Children, Youth & Family Ministries Team  

Family Faith Experience – Join us at Family eXperi-

ence “FX” for food, fun, family fellowship and faith de-

velopment on Sunday, December 6 (11:45-12:30pm) in 

King Hall Connection Center! Family faith activities will 

be all about compassion. Sign up on the KidsConnect 

patio to bring a potluck lunch item or make a donation 

towards the meal.  

Family Service Projects—Bring your faith to life by 

serving others! Here are two church mission projects 

you can support this month: 1) Bring canned goods 

and non-perishable foods to church through November 

22 for the FUMC Youth (FUMY) food drive for the 

Good Neighbor Center.  2) USS Midway Holiday 

Stocking Project (through Nov 22). An info sheet of 

what to put in the stockings is available at the King Hall 

Connection Center patio or contact Al Paton at 

al.paton@live.com. 

 

Shout Out to... 

Sophie Jones for her contribution to Children’s  
Ministry. Sophie was a VBS leader and is now   
serving as a 4th/5th grade KidsConnect leader. 

Ways to Connect 

What’s Happening in KidsConnect? 
 November’s KidsConnect theme is SERVICE—Lending a hand to help someone else. What do you think would 

happen to the heart of a child, to the character of a child, if they grew up looking for good things to do for others in secret? 

Not to be recognized by people, but to realize that they were doing it only for God? That’s why our memory verse this month 

is Matthew 5:16, “Let your light shine so others can see it. Then they will see the good things you do. And they will bring 

glory to your Father who is in heaven.”  

The purpose of serving others isn’t so people will see how good you are. Rather, when you serve others, they see a re-

flection of God. God is up to something big in this world, and He wants us to be part of it. This month as we learn what it 

means to lend a hand and serve others, we pray kids are inspired to use what they have to join in the work of God and 

make a difference in the world. 

Lisa Stewart, Children & Family Ministries, lisastewart@foothillsumc.org 

Jennifer Jensen, Family Engagement, jenniferjensen@foothilllsumc.org 

Sharon Russo, Youth Ministry, sharonrusso@foothillsumc.org 

Pastoral Team 

Rev. Eric Smith, Lead Pastor, ericsmith@foothillsumc.org 

Rev. Jeanette Ham, Associate Pastor, jeanetteh@foothillsumc.org 

This month’s Parent Cue is 

about Service. Pick up your 

card at KidsConnect. 


