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25 Days of Compassion
By Karen Wilson | Nov. 25, 2015 | Parent Cue
Christmas is the most
wonderful time of year.
What makes it so special? The jingle bells,
the wrapped presents,
the winter wonderlands, the roasting
chestnuts, the squeals
of children…?
Or is it that we are
celebrating the greatest gift and acts of
compassion ever! God
sending his son Jesus
into this world over two
thousand years ago.
It could be that we’ve
kind of lost the joy of
Christmas in our efforts to make it special
or gotten side tracked
with all the stress

we’ve tacked onto
it…and then of course
there’s the overspending and overeating.
But what if you were
deliberate as a family
this year to spend time
focusing on the reason
for the season to celebrate God’s ultimate
gift of compassion
by showing compassion to others?
We’ve created an advent calendar* that has
you covered with 25
days of Compassion.
Each day until Christmas, there’s a sentence of the Christmas
Story to read as a family (seen each day in

bold) and an activity
your
family
can
do together to show
compassion.
Remember to give
yourself compassion
too, if you’re not able
to do every single
thing on the calendar.

Feel free to replace
some of the ideas with
your own!
www.theparentcue.org

*The Advent calendar can
be found on page 3.

Message from Pastor Jeanette
Joy and Wonder at Christmas
Children are so honest in the joy they express. We can learn
so much from our children when we share in
their freedom of joy.
As parents we tend to
be thinking of what all
we have to do to prepare for Christmas and
forget to live and enjoy
the moments that this
time of year brings.
Allow your children to
lead you into the joy at
Christmas.
After all,

we are rejoicing in the
birth of the coming of
the Christ child. We
delight in the wondrous hope, love and
forgiveness that God
through his son Jesus
Christ brings to us.
Let us rejoice and savor the moments with
our children and rediscover again the wonder of Christmas.
Isaiah 11:6 ...and a little
child shall lead them.

Family
Christmas Eve
Service
Dec. 24
4:00 pm
Bring your family to
the Foothills’ Family
Christmas Eve Service at 4 pm for an
engaging, interactive
experience in the
story telling of Jesus’ birth. Kids of all
ages will enjoy it!

Ways to Connect
Family Faith Experience – Feeling overscheduled but
still want to connect with other FUMC families? Give
our Family Experience "FX" a try! Held on the first Sunday of the month immediately following the 10:30am
worship service in King Hall Connection Center, FX
gives families an hour of fun, food, and faith connections! We start with an activity or game that explains
the month's KidsConnect theme, followed by a family
service project, and we end with a potluck lunch! Sunday's main dish is carne asada with Harun Hutchinson
manning the grill! Families can bring a side dish, dessert, or make a donation towards the main dish.
Family Service Project – This month the Foothills’
youth and MomsConnect groups are providing cards
and gifts to the families of El Nido Transitional Housing
program, which helps victims of domestic violence. If
your family would like to contribute a card or wrapped
gift, please drop it off at the church on or before 12/13.
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What’s Happening in KidsConnect?

This month’s Parent Cue is
about Compassion. Pick up
your card at KidsConnect.

The KidsConnect theme for December is Compassion. Christmas movies not only have a way of changing how you look
at Christmas, but also how you look at life, as we see characters on the screen transform from unbelief to belief, from stingy
to generous, or from cold-hearted to compassionate. For the month of December, we’re taking a quote from one of those
famous movie lines and encouraging kids to show compassion to the people around them.
Compassion is caring enough to do something about someone else’s need. If you look at the Christmas story, it’s easy to
see that one aspect of God’s character is compassion. God saw our greatest need, and He met it in the most remarkable
way.
Compassion starts with God. Every week this month, we'll be asking kids an important question to help them think more
about showing compassion. God loved you first. How will you love others?

Shout Out to...

Get Connected!
Here is what is coming up in
Children’s, Youth & Family Ministries.

 Family eXperience, 12/6 at 11:45am
 Christmas Concert, 12/12 at 5:00pm
 Christmas Caroling, 12/20 at 4:30pm
 Family Christmas Eve service, 12/24 at 4:00pm
Anna Achenbach. Anna has faithfully served as a
VBS leader and K/1st grade KidsConnect leader for
the past two years.

Children, Youth & Family Ministries Team
Lisa Stewart, Children & Family Ministries, lisastewart@foothillsumc.org
Jennifer Jensen, Family Engagement, jenniferjensen@foothilllsumc.org
Sharon Russo, Youth Ministry, sharonrusso@foothillsumc.org

Pastoral Team
Rev. Eric Smith, Lead Pastor, ericsmith@foothillsumc.org
Rev. Jeanette Ham, Associate Pastor, jeanetteh@foothillsumc.org

